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“Dr. King’s leadership survived the vicious 
smears of J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI and will 
survive the bigoted assault of Jesse Helms " 
Lowery said. He said the SCLC, which King 



lance," they argued. "Now, legislation is 
pending which seeks to elevate Dr. King to 
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is of the Communist Party. 
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Within a few months, k FBI reports were 
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describing another of King’s associates as a 
“member of the National Gommittee of the 
Communist Party.” The two men, whose 
names have been public knowledge for years, 
were Stanley Levison and Jack O’Dell. 

In a 1975 interview, Levison, a civil rights v 
activist from New York, protested that he 
was merely an FBI “scapegoat” whom Hoov- 
er had been using in order to “get” King. 

Levison insisted that he was “never a 
member of the Communist Party” but the 
victim of “guilt hy association,” compounded 
by th$ accusations of a former business as- 
sociate. 

Among FBI documents obtained by the 
Conservative Caucus were repeated refer- 
ences to Levison as “a concealed communist” 
who advised King on such matters as his 
criticisms of the Vietnam war. 

Other FBI records dealt with King’s as- 
sociation with such persons as an attorney 
for the Gandhi Society for Human Rights, 
who was said to have “CPUSA (Communist 
Party U.S.A.| connections and civil rights 
leader Bayard Rustin, who “in 1936 , . . was 
a member of the Young Communist League..” 

Senate investigators said in their 1976 
study that they were “unable to reach a con- 




clusion concerning the accuracy of the FBI’s 
charges” about Levison and O’Dell. 

The secret tajjes have always been pre- 
sumed to deal principally with King’s rep : ‘ 
utation as a womanizer. Conservative Caucus 
Chairman Howard K. Phillips told a reporter 
yesterday, however, that Helms and his allies 
would be satisfied if any such details were 
excluded as long as. other information on the 
recordings and related documents was made 
available. 

“It’s not the private life we expect to shed 
light on,” Phillips said. “What we want to see 
is the degree to which activities in which Dr. 
King was involved were directly influenced 
by people who were funded by the Soviet 
Union.” 

Ralph 0. Neas, executive director of the 
Leadership Conference on Civil Rights, at- 
tacked the moves as “yet another uncon- 
sciortable action to block the passage of the 
holiday bill” the House passed this summer. 

Lowery charged that it is an effort to “de- 
lude the American people into believing that 
there is a relationship between the spying 
and lying of J. Edgar Hoover’s FBI and the 
courageous and authentic patriotism of Mar- 
tin I .other Kina Jr.” 
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A pending congressional bill to designate as a national holiday the birthday of slain civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr, left, 
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